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wish to convey 'to others an idea of the distance mentioned, surely we 
shall find some utility in the metaphysical abstraction, which introduced the 
division of the sphere, by degrees of latitude and longitude. An abstrac¬ 
tion rendering possible a clear definition of distance. If the student of 
geography have no accurate notion of the whole surface of a country, how 
can he comprehend the position of its several parts? 

We perceive in many portions of this work, the ill effects of this neglect 
of definition; but without descending into particulars, it may be noticed, that 
though the treatise dwells expressly upon "constitutional irritation,” we 
have been unable to arrive at any very certain conclusion as to the precise 
meaning attached by the author to the word constitutional. 

When it is added, that the style is by no means clear, that many of the 
cases are far from being drawn up with sufficient detail, and that some of 
the important phrases are such as we are unable, fully to comprehend, the 
disagreeable portion of our task is ended, and we feel great pleasure in 
recommending the work to the students of surgical pathology, for many 
Useful hints and cases. The second part, which treats of the pathology of 
the nervous system, is perhaps the most valuable portion of the essay. 

R. C. 


Art. XXIII. Practical Observations on Diseases of the Heart, Langs, 
Stomach , Liver , ifc., occasioned by Spinal Irritation; and on the Nerv¬ 
ous System in general , as a source of organic disease. Illustrated by 
Cases. By John Marshall, M. D. London, 1835, 8vo, pp. 172. 

The subjec t of the present work is one of uncommon interest, the lesions, 
namely, of the nervous system, more especially of its ganglionic portion, 
and the morbid phenomena thence resulting. This branch of pathology 
has not certainly received from the medical profession that degree of atten¬ 
tion which it demands, and hence every new accession of well authenticat¬ 
ed facts in relation to it, is of importance, by leading us to a better acquaint¬ 
ance with the true character of various abnormal conditions of the animal 
functions, and enabling us the more readily and certainly to direct our re¬ 
medial measures for their prevention and removal. 

That many of those groups of symptoms which seem to indicate a very 
considerable deviation from the normal condition of the heart, lungs, sto¬ 
mach and other viscera, are produced solely by an irritation of some portion 
of the nervous system, independent of any apparent disease of the organ, 
the derangement in the functions of which gives rise to the leading morbid 
phenomena, is rendered evident by the fact, that when, by our remedies, 
we are enabled to remove the nervous irritation, all the symptoms of or¬ 
ganic disease .promptly disappear. 

The true pathology of this class of affections has. until within a very late 
period, been in a great measure overlooked, and its investigation still pre¬ 
sents a field well adapted to repay the labours of the industrious inves¬ 
tigator. The only danger we apprehend, is, that when the attention of 
medical men shall be more generally directed to the morbid phenomena 
under consideration, they will forget, as is too often the case when a new 
source of diseased action is first pointed out, that nervous irritation consti- 



